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greatest of all the funeral ceremonies, the consecration of the
soul, is the mukm, when the deceased is symbolized by an object
called a " blossom/' by means of which the ceremonies are
performed.

The mukur takes place forty-two days after the cremation and
consists in offerings and magic incantations by the high priest,
meritorious acts to help the travelling soul to attain its highest
goal, the heaven allotted to it by caste, and to predispose the
supreme judges to overlook minor sins and be lenient. There
are various heavens, each on a higher and higher level, the stages
of the cosmic meru, symbolized by the temple pagodas and by the
cremation towers. Each heaven is dedicated to one of the castes:
the highest is of course for the Brahmana Siwa, the next for the
Brahmana Budda, and the lower ones for the Satrias and Wesias.
The common people have to be content to go to the swarga, the
purgatory where they enjoy a perfect life in pure Balinese earthly
fashion.

The inuJcur ceremony is extremely complicated, but is, in a
way, so similar to the cremation itself that a detailed description
of it would only result in a repetition of the ceremonies already
described. The same guests are entertained, similar offerings and
accessories are made, the same priests are engaged, and a second
tower (bukm] is constructed, this time tall and slender and
entirely decorated in white and gold. Again many orchestras and
troupes of actors are engaged and pretentious banquets of turtle
and roast pig are served.

Great stages raised high above the ground are built at the
house for offerings and for the priest. The altars are higher and
more beautifully decorated than ever, the devil offerings more
elaborate than before, and the participants wear their best clothes
and jewellery, the women adding a band of white cloth and a
little fan of white paper worn on the head as a symbol of the
purity of the occasion. The ceremonies begin by the making of
new effigies identical to the adegans used for the cremation,
which are given life, blessed, purified by the priest, and then